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Approximate Timings

PRE-SHOW 10 minutes
ACT I 45 minutes

Interval 25 minutes

ACT II 45 minutes
INTERVAL 25 minutes

ACT HI 30 minutes
CURTAIN CALL 10 minutes

Language

Sung in Italian with English subtitles

Guidance

This production contains depictions of violence, blood, gore,
murder, sexual assault, implied torture and suicide.
There are gunshots in Act I11.
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Synopsis

ACTI

Cesare Angelotti, a politician of the former Roman Republic,
has escaped prison and seeks refuge in a church. The painter
Mario Cavaradossi, a Republican sympathizer working in the
church, promises to help him. Angelotti hides as Cavaradossi’s
lover Floria Tosca arrives. The lovers’ meeting reveals
Tosca’s passionate love and jealousy. When Tosca has gone,
Cavaradossi instructs Angelotti to hide at Cavaradossi’s villa.
Baron Scarpia, a police commander, arrives at the church,
interrupting the congregation’s celebrations of a victory at
the Battle of Marengo. He suspects Cavaradossi of hiding
Angelotti. When Tosca returns, Scarpia uses a fan left by
Angelotti to make her believe that Cavaradossi is having an
affair. The congregation sings a prayer: the Te Deum. Tosca
leaves for Cavaradossi’s villa, and Scarpia instructs his
assistant Spoletta to follow her and track down Angelotti.

INTERVAL

ACTII

Scarpia has arrested Cavaradossi. He summons Tosca and

forces her to listen as Cavaradossi is tortured in the next room.

Tosca reveals Angelotti’s hiding place. Scarpia condemns
Cavaradossi to death but tells Tosca that he will free her lover
if she will offer herself to him. In agony, Tosca agrees and
Scarpia tells her he will arrange a mock execution. As Scarpia
embraces Tosca, she kills him.

INTERVAL

ACTIII

As dawn approaches, Cavaradossi waits for his execution
in the Castel Sant’Angelo. Tosca arrives and tells him what
she has done. She instructs him on how to pretend to die

in the mock execution. When Cavaradossi is shot, Tosca is
impressed with her lover’s acting. But Scarpia has double-
crossed her: Cavaradossi really is dead. As Spoletta’s men
arrive to arrest her for Scarpia’s murder, she kills herself.
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